Odell Grade School District #435

Odell, IL  60460

Board of Education Meeting
November 12, 2008
OFFICIAL MINUTES

1.  CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Mark Johnson at 7:01 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL:  M. Johnson called the roll with the following members answering, “present”:  Mark Johnson, Shari Hoegger, Jeff LaBorence, Kevin Roe, Jamie Wykes, and Debbi Snyder.  Cate Wilson was absent. 
3. CORRESPONDENCE: None

4. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:  Julie Fraher, Katie Fuhr, and Kathy Fraher. Marge Hettwer, of the Odell Lions Club, was present asking support from the Odell Grade School to participate in fundraising activities to raise money for the Christmas Angels.
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion by D. Snyder and seconded by J. LaBorence.  Upon voice vote, the motion passed: 6-0
6. APPROVAL OF BILLS & PAYROLL:  Motion by D. Snyder and seconded by J. LaBorence to approve the October bills.  Upon voice vote, the motion passed: 6-0.  Motion by D. Snyder and seconded by J. LaBorence to approve the October Payroll.  Upon voice vote, the motion passed: 6-0
7. APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT:  Motion by D. Snyder and seconded by J. LaBorence.  Upon voice vote, the motion passed: 6-0
8. OLD BUSINESS

a. Motion by D. Snyder and seconded by J. Wykes to approve the FY2008 Auditor’s Report.  Upon roll call vote, the motion passed: 6-0.

b. Motion by J. Wykes and seconded by K. Roe to approve the electrical purchase contract with Vanguard Energy through December 2011.  Upon roll call vote, the motion passed: 6-0.

9. NEW BUSINESS

a. Motion by D. Snyder and seconded by J. LaBorence to approve Odell Grade School to join the Vermillion Conference for the next school year.  Upon roll call vote, the motion passed: 6-0.

10. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION:

a. Supt. Wolf updated the board on the status of the 2008 tentative tax levy.  School funding is expected to remain at the same level next year.

b. Supt. Wolf updated the board on the status of Pontiac Dist. 429’s withdrawal from the LCSSU Co-op.  He informed the board of the possibility of needing to look into other options for its special needs students in the future.

c. Supt. Wolf discussed two issues with the board in regards to the Athletics admissions policy; free admissions for senior citizens to athletic events and admission into the gym during games.

d. Supt. Wolf provided the results of Odell Grade School’s report card in comparison to three other Livingston County schools.
e. Supt. Wolf reported to the board events related to the School Improvement Plan.  These included sending a team of teachers to the Pontiac High School on January 5th to see a presentation by Gretchen Courtney on an approach to reading comprehension; teacher participation in professional development; offering an after-school tutoring program for students; and to look into MAP testing, which will allow teacher’s to get specific information on what type of help students need.

f. Supt. Wolf distributed materials to the board for the upcoming Triple I Conference in Chicago.
g. Supt. Wolf discussed with the board the need to run an advertisement in the paper for the upcoming school board election.
h. Supt. Wolf asked the board their input on the FY2010 school calendar.  It was decided to follow the Pontiac Dist 90 calendar.

i. Supt. Wolf provided the board with an attachment of the November 2008 board updates.

11. CLOSED SESSION:

A motion was made by S. Hoegger and seconded by K. Roe to enter closed session for the purpose of terms and conditions of employment of Personnel and evaluation of specific personnel, student discipline, and purchase of real estate.  Upon voice vote, the motion passed unanimously: 5-0 (8:32 p.m.)
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: A motion was made by D. Snyder and seconded by J. LaBorence to enter return to open session. Upon voice vote, the motion passed unanimously: 6-0 (9:57 p.m.)
12. ACTION UPON RETURN TO OPEN SESSION
Motion by D. Snyder and seconded by S. Hoegger to employ Dan Barrett and Tony Noonan as co-assistant boys basketball coaches.  Upon roll call vote, the motion passed: 5-0, J. LaBorence-abstained. 

13. ADJOURNMENT: 
A motion to adjourn was made by S. Hoegger and seconded by J. LaBorence. Upon voice vote, the motion passed unanimously: 6-0 (9:58 p.m.)

________________________________                     ______________________________

Mark Johnson, President                                             Shari Hoegger, Secretary     

